
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

2702 Morrow Road, N.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106
June 24, 1996

Educational/Public Broadcasting
Policy Analysis Branch
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Sir/Madam:

I have noticed the enc10sed articles in newspapers during the
past months.

I believe a good definition of educational television may be
made by comparison definitions, thus:

1) Commercial/Entertainment Television
Example: CBS, Le., KRQE in Albuquerque.

2) Cultural/Informative Television
Example: Public Broadcasting, i. e., KNi'IIE in AlbuquerqUt"

3) Educational Television
Analogous example: Radio School of the Air in Australia.
Educational television would feature:

Scheduling of total school curriculum at specified
times for grades 1-12.

Diploma award for mass school audience.
Required attendance at (home) viewing site.
Professional tutoring at school site, at least

30 minutes for each class.

I believe that education is crucial to Americans; television
is an effective communication device.

Sincerely yours,

~!t.~~
Cherrill M. Whi tlow ---_.-'-

Ene.: "Children's TV Flap Compromise Nears" Alb. J., 6/2/96, AS
::~CC,. Net~orks Debate What is Educational TV" Alb. J., 10/16/95, Al
lestlffionlals Shovv Kids Better Off Without TV" Alb. J., 6/20/96, B9
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~bildren'sTV Flap:'!~

Compromise Nears;';
~'. ~~

By JEANNINE AVERSA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Federal regu
lators are inching closer to compro
mise on a children's television dis
pute.

For a year, the Federal Communi
cations Commission has deadlocked
over possible changes to rules
designed to improve the amount and
quality of children's educational
shows.

But last week's reversal by FCC
Commissioner James Quello - who 
announced support for the idea of
setting a standard amount of educa
tional programs that TV stations
should air each week - marked a
breakthrough and has restarted
negotiations among commissioners.
The matter has divided the four-
member commission. .

"Our staffs are sitting down and
starting to bang'out the words now,"
said FCC Chairman Reed Hundt.
"I'm hopeful."

Hundt now predicts the FCC will
be able to resolve the matter before
Nov~mber-.something he had
c~lled .unthinkable just a few
months ago.

Hundt said he believes the agency
will come up with a plan that will

;

include a requirement for at least
three hours a week of educational
programming. How a station would1
fulfill that is under negotiation. ,;,!

As a condition of license renewlil.~'
Congress in 1990 said that broad-'
casters must show they have served,
children's educational and inform~~:'
tional needs. In 1992, some TV sta~'

.tions told the FCC they had met
those needs and listed, in documents;
to the agency, such shows as "The'
Jetsons" and "Leave It to Beaver'"
reruns. IT ••

That prompted the FCCtwo years.
later to consider· toughening Jl:\~
standard, which because it wascre-;
ated after many station licenses had
already been renewed, 'has r#¢ly~
been applied. '. ""J~-'

Beginning Monday, TV stationsin~

the District of Columbia, Maryll;md~.
Virginia ilrid West Virginia that want
to renew their licenses must fUe,
applications. It will be the' ,first
batch, followed by stations inothef,
groups of states every two moilths~

after. ;.;;~

The FCC is not bound by a dead
line toact OIl renewal appli~g~n§.\
The earliest time the commission
'could act on the first batch of lieens)
es would be after Sept. 1. .~.)
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1" dten .who watch.."~tf.eeWl1lY"

learn about environmental con
~'wbich under the FCC'a exist-

. ltfg:c:fetfnition wouldfurther a child's
, socf8l\"needs; says' ABC spokes,woman Janice Gretemeyer. <<

" In one episode, Jesse and Willy foil
a bad guy who wants to do illegal

, strip ,mining' on .a special island
w'-ere.sick animals Come to heal and
'~~~~ssUriTive:' <", •

, ,Nine-YeaMld Hunnora Mayrant
,of Washington, who wants to be a
veterinarian, says she learns a lot
from the show. "The soda can things

tlastiCrings) you're not supposed
o p~:-int'~stu.th~k,!~~e~~~~ they
,!!~.g~.. c on a lW-Ue or some-

~
g and they can't breathe and

~, e." ,'" "
': .• AenViroDiiiental s'" ~'fallij.. ''fan''

, ,".'. ogioapherwork~ili'rooua~

"'~"'=".th..,.esbow, WbiChis'g~jt~fc,f1il~;.;~ ages 2 to 11 ancffA~p8i1: of the
" ,e~ork's two hours a week.of edu

,'c'atiOn'alchildren's shows. ., , ."
fJi.•:Ji·~...' '''''' Jl~·T..&.Id' '.Stu!','''''1'.';::;'''' ' ·.··.'ft'·' rF:.r4Dn • .LWJj e ' 1; 10" part °
. 'C'S'... 'tfh;.1iO'dr.', w.'eekl' b.lOe".·. ,. i.,n,., ", ,. . "'., y, ",9. ,~~

"..s.~ pro81:apllk.I.Jk8c .tb~..I:e.st ,of
"8?,ddldtei1'8~" "rogr8ms." ,it,; is .

•... ,,~.,·...·.,·,·~t·:·"···.··'~~.'-·.Th.· '''.' 'h'•. ," "'~: ~cmI;:' : ~~: S ow
" t6eJr!\,i<informatiOnal:~ and'
.' . " '. ":Withi8Pcirt,rneW8~ and"

ftINJI, $aid· NBC' ,.... "keswoman
~&~. <, " ..."'", ••c,........,BPP. ., '. ",'.,~~~.J1:19I1188;';)··,\ h.',< ...•. j~~'. . .' .

But.~·i( the' shows are educa·
:' ,,',r#i~'~0~~c1~~Yg~\1Dl~8

..~~~watch theDJ.',~li.t$~~#lPI::

.~,fiey·~~!~rl~~i·~t~i~:·
""e"" 'iifi"""ll<nef~.",,..r, "p~;.;,g.s, ''''',. .,ur r,

I.'~ ". . ..~
:'ri.



John Rosemond is a family psychologist .
in North Carolina. Questions of general
interest may be sent to him at P.O. Box
4124, Gastonia, N.C. 28054, and at
http://www.rosemond.com/parentlng
on the Intemet's Wond Wide Web.

. .Parenting

underachievement in school. In
their home, the television is on
almost constantly and everyone's
addicted to it, but my friends
don't seem to get the connection.
I'm sure glad we did!"

So am I, Mr. Wilson, and thanks
for sharing your family's success
story with me so that I could pass
it along to my readers. Over the
years, ever since I began warning
parents of television's insidious
ness, I've heard many, many sim
ilar stories from other folks who
have chosen to live television
free lives (as did our family when
our children were of school-age).

Not so remarkably, these testi
monials are virtually identical,

. especially when it comes to the
changesparents see in children.

The "before" factors include
those mentioned by Mr. Wilson as
well as incessant fighting
between siblings, lack of creativi·
ty and initiative, poor school per
formance, and numerous behav
ior problems.

Once "withdrawal" has run its
course (this usually takes 4-6
weeks), parents report signifi
cant, oftentimes dramatic
improvements in behavior, sib-

Having read a recent article of
mine in the January 1996 issue of.
Better Homes and Gardens mag
azine on the perils of letting chil
dren watch television, Jim Wilson
of Allen, Texas, responded with
an interesting and familiar (to
me, at least) personal story con
cerning their decision to ban
broadcast television from their
home some eight years ago. (They
still own a 14-year-old ll-inch TV,
which they use for an occasional
video viewing only.)

Mr. Wilson writes: "Before we
eliminated television, we had
noticed the kinds of problems you
mentioned in your article: short
attention spans, irritability, lack
of cooperation, and chronic bore
dom. Today, nearly every one of
our five children - who range in
ages from 6 to 17 - are straight
A students. Off TV, they quickly
developed a variety of interests
including sports, reading, art,
computing, etc.

"One particularly memorable
event happened about two years
ago. My son, then 9, called from a
friend's sleep-over party, wanti
ng to come home early the first
night. When I picked him up and
asked what the problem was, he
said, 'It's so boring. All they want
to do is sit and watch TV!'

"I listen to my neighbors and
associates bemoan their family
problems, including their chil
dren's difficulties with attention
deficit disorder, discipline and

Testimonials show kids

bG edl~~rtuld°!f~~!1Jfl?~~!ood attimdes
ra es attl es toward school. .

' Not at all uncommon are stonesusually improve of childr~n.with ~ttention deficit
hyperactiVIty disorder whose
symptoms improve remarkably
and sometimes all but disappear
withiD. a relatively short period of
time.

To anyone interested in learn
ing more about the ill effects of
television-watching on children, I

" recommend the following three
books:

• "The Plug-In Drug" <

(Viking/Penguin, $10.95), by
investigative" journaljst Marie
Winn.

• ''Endangered Minds" (Simon.:.
and Schuster, $12.00), by Jane "
Healy, professor of psychology at' "
Michigan State University.

• ''The Disappearance of Child
hood" (Delacorte Press, $13.95),
by Neil Postman, professor o.f
media ecology at New York UID-'
versity.

If anyone of those readings
doesn't persuade you to break the
family TV-habit, then you are a .
hopelessly in-denial couch-potato..

By the way, the latest good '
news concerning· television and
children is that over the past five
years or so, the number of hours
per week the average American .
child spends watching television
has dropped from 24 to 21. Still
entirely too much, mind you, but
the trend is in the right direction.
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